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Slow Dance 
cJv[EGAN WARD 
Voice adds weight 
to shoulder and sides. 
It clicks down the spine 
and lodges in the hips. 
Ears fill with pleasure 
under its heft. 
Fingers crack and bend. 
Nails split and hairs fray. 
Its wave settles on the pelvis, 
pushing and spreading. 
The rhythm opens and touches, 
gentle at first, 
warm, wet, sweet. 
Then harder, 
then soft. 
Qyick and slow ebbs. 
A flow of clove, 
spice and cinnamon. 
Knees bend and toes splay. 
The sound makes its way 
across the knolls of skin, 
over the flaws, 
and under the scars. 
I t seeps itself into tissue, 
tendon, ligament. 
It settles next to the liver, 
behind the kidney, 
and the small bits 
of the rest of the body 
come alive. 
